Accommodating bigger vesselsat Ctg Port: Trial
run on Sunday
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The Daily Morning Voice Online Desk: A large container vessel having a draught of 10 metres and length
of 200 metres will anchor at the Chittagong Port for the first time on trial basis on Sunday, according to
Chattogram Port officials. Enhancement of the port’s berthing capabilities will increase its container handling
capacity, reduce transport costs and turnaround times- the time required for loading and unloading of goods
at the port, they said. The port authorities have completed all kinds of preparations including increasing the
depth of the Karnaphuli River estuary and skills development training of the operators. According to the port
authorities, vessels having only 9.5 metres draught and 195 metres length have been anchored at the port jetty
since 2015.

However, after receiving a positive response from the survey of UK-based consultancy firm ‘HR
Wallingford’, the port took the initiative to handle larger vessels. The 10-metre draught shipswill be able to
carry 3,500 TEUs containers to the port and bring down the overall cargo handling costs. Chief Hydrographer
of Chittagong port authority Commander Arifur Rahman, said in view of the report provided by the research
institute, the large vessels' berthing trial run will begin on Sunday. “1f it becomes successful in thistrial
operation, the port will soon notify local and global shipping companies to operate bigger vessels on this
route. Later, we will allow berthing when big ships arrive, added the commander”

With the devel opment, Chattogram port will notify shipping companies for allowing ships with bigger
draught on this route, said Khairul Alam Suzan, vice-president of the Bangladesh Freight Forwarders
Association. Bigger shipswill reduce the cost of import-export significantly and huge money will be saved
annually, he said. Having the capacity to handle larger vesselsis essential for expanding trade, he said adding
people involved sector and export-import trade have long been demanding an increase in the berthing
capacity of the Chattogram port but the port authorities did not do it without a proper survey, he added.



