|ran parades drones, missilesto signal readiness
for potential I1sraeli attack

April 17, 2024

Online Desk: Asregional tensions run high, Iran paraded drones, missiles and soldiers on Wednesday to
show it isready for any response from Israel after launching an unprecedented attack on its bitter enemy,
report agencies.

The Islamic Republic carried out its first-ever direct attack on Israel at the weekend in response to an April 1
airstrike on its consulate in Damascus which has been widely blamed on Isradl.

The operation dubbed Honest Promise “ brought down the glory of the Zionist regime (Israel),” President
Ebrahim Raisi said at a military base on the outskirts of Tehran.

“This operation showed that our armed forces are ready,” he said in a speech addressed to the regular army
and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).

Wednesday’ s parade saw the Iranian armed forces showcase a range of military equipment including drones
and long-range ballistic missiles.

Among them were multiple versions of the Ababil, Arash and Mohgjer drones as well as the Dezful medium-
range ballistic missile and S-300 air defense missile system.

Raisi on Wednesday reiterated warnings against “the slightest act of aggression” by Israel, saying it would
lead to “afierce and severe response.”

Israel has vowed to respond to the weekend attack, with military spokesman Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari
saying Iran would not get off “scot-free.”

The Israeli army said most of the projectiles fired by Iran were shot down — with the help of the United States
and other alies—and that the attack caused only minimal damage.

Iran hailed the attack as “successful” and said it “achieved all its objectives’ including inflicting damages to
the air base and intelligence center which it says was used by Israel to strike the Damascus consul ate.



On Wednesday, Iran’s air force commander Hamid Vahedi warned Iran’s enemies against making a
“strategic error.”

“We are 100 percent ready in all aerial fronts,” he was quoted as saying by ISNA news agency.

Iran insists its attack on Israel was limited and carried out in “self-defense” following the strike on its
consulate in the Syrian capital.

It said it had informed the US and given a 72-hour warning to neighboring countries ahead of the attack.

Late Tuesday, the US said it would soon impose fresh sanctions on Iran’s missile and drone program and that
it expected its allies and partners to follow with parallel measures.

British Foreign Secretary David Cameron has urged the G7 Wednesday to adopt new “coordinated sanctions”
against lran.

Asked about fears of awider regional conflict, Cameron called the situation “very concerning.”



