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Online Desk  : The future of a nation is reflected in the dreams of its children. When those dreams are
embraced by the country’s leadership, they become a powerful symbol of hope, compassion, and national
progress. In recent months, Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has drawn widespread public attention for his
warmth, empathy and genuine affection toward children, presenting an image of leadership that extends
beyond politics and protocol.

The Prime Minister’s interactions with young citizens have offered a refreshing contrast. Rather than
remaining distant behind official barriers, he has repeatedly demonstrated a willingness to engage with
children in a personal and heartfelt manner, reinforcing the message that every child matters. One of the most
memorable moments unfolded at the National Parliament complex, a place traditionally associated with
legislative debates and state affairs. During a visit by schoolchildren to Parliament, Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman departed from conventional protocol and joined the young visitors personally.

Instead of limiting the interaction to a formal greeting, he spent considerable time talking with the students,
listening to them, sharing smiles, and creating an atmosphere of warmth and encouragement. By speaking to
them at eye level and giving them his full attention, he transformed what could have been a routine visit into
an unforgettable experience for the children.  While politicians frequently  interact with the public, the Prime
Minister’s rapport with children has stood out for its naturalness and sincerity. At various national and social
events, he has often been seen embracing children, lifting them affectionately into his arms, or sitting
comfortably beside them for photographs.

Children are remarkably perceptive when it comes to recognizing genuine affection. For many of them, the
Prime Minister appears not as a distant political figure, but as a caring and approachable guardian. Supporters
view this consistent pattern of interaction as evidence of a compassionate personality rather than a
ceremonial public gesture. According to those close to his political journey, this affection for children is
deeply connected to his family heritage. His father, the late President Ziaur Rahman, was widely remembered
for encouraging the development of young talent.

The celebrated children’s talent program ‘Notun Kuri’ became one of the country’s best-known platforms for
discovering and nurturing the abilities of young Bangladeshis. His mother, former Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, also earned recognition for her interest in children’s welfare, education and rights through
various public initiatives. Supporters believe these family values helped shape Tarique Rahman’s outlook
from an early age, fostering a lifelong appreciation for the importance of children and their role in the
nation’s future.

The presence of a national leader who places visible importance on children carries broader significance. It
sends a message that child welfare, education, mental well-being, and equal opportunities deserve national
priority. Such leadership can encourage institutions and society alike to strengthen their commitment to
protecting children’s rights and creating environments where every child can flourish. As Bangladesh
continues its journey toward becoming a modern and  inclusive nation, ensuring a safe, joyful and
discrimination-free environment for children remains a fundamental responsibility. Many believe that the
Prime Minister’s child-friendly approach reflects this broader vision and highlights the importance of
investing in future generations.


