New Chinese FM makesbrief stopover at Dhaka
airport

January 10, 2023

The Daily Morning Voice Online Desk: Newly appointed Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang had a brief
stopover at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport early Tuesday. “Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen
received his Chinese counterpart upon his arrival at around 1:58am. Chinese ambassador to Bangladesh and
senior officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA)were also present,”a senior MoFA official told
UNB. The foreign ministers had a brief meeting there and discussed issues of mutual interest.

Earlier, Momen told UNB that it was not an official visit to Bangladesh, but the Chinese foreign minister
would make a stopover here on his way to another destination. Qin Gang, who until recently was ambassador
to the US, has started his term with aweeklong trip to five African countries.

To “deepen the China-Africa comprehensive strategic and cooperative partnership” and boost friendly
cooperation between Chinaand Africa, Foreign Minister Qin Gang will visit Ethiopia, Gabon, Angola,
Benin, Egypt, the African Union Headquarters and the L eague of Arab States Headquarters upon invitation,
from January 9 to 16, 2023,” Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin said at adaily media
briefing on Monday. Thisis the 33rd consecutive year that Africa has been the destination of the Chinese
foreign ministers’ annual first overseas visit, he added.



